CANTO XVIII

PSALM OF FOBTY TEBSES
CCLXI

K'^ssapa the Great1

OUR Master had already arisen, and was turning the
Wheel of the Norm, and staying at Bajagaha, when at the
brahmin village of Maha-tittha in Magadha, this Thera was
reborn as Pippali-manava, the son of the chief wife of
Eapila the brahmin* Four years later Bhadda Kapilani
was reborn of the chief wife of the Kosiya-goita brahmin
at Sagala in the kingdom of Madda.2 Now Pippali-manava
refused to marry. * While you live,1 he told his parents,
* -I will take care of yon; afterwards I shall leave the
world/ Bat to appease his mother he had a statue made
of a beautiful maiden! dressed in crimson and ornaments,
and showed it her saying : ' Mother, if I find anyone like
this, I will lead the domestic life/ His mother was a
clever lady, and sent brahmins forth, with the statae, on
that quest. They came to Sagala, and setting the statue
by the river's edge, sat down apart. Now Bhadda's nurse,
who had bathed her charge, and gone down again for her
own bath, saw the statue, and thinking : ' What ! is my

1 The legend, in their former and their last lives, of Mahi

tind his wife (see Sister*, p. 47 jf.), ^lf fit subject for a poem, is iao
long to reproduce in foil, and is here greatly condensed. It follows
very closely the version given in the Commentary cm the Ang* JT&,
L 28. Under Yipassi-Boddha they were a br&hmin ooopls, with bet
one cloak between them for outdoor wear. This lasapa preaeaied to
iheBaddha. They were husband ar^ wife in many refcarths.
1 O/ Jdt. v. (No. 581), 288, 389 i vi. (No, 545), 2SG,
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